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DATE: 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
POLLUTION REPORT 

March 4, 1999 /J t....9. . 
FROM: Gregory B. DeAngelis, ~PA Res onse and Prevention Branch 

TO: . B. Sprague, E~-E.£.B 
G. Zachos, 2ERR-RAB 
B. Bellow, 2EPD 
M. Trouno, 2ERRD-RAB 
K. Weaver,20PM-FAM 
M. O'Toole, NYSDEC 
C. Kelly, START 
1. Marshall, EPD 
R. Gherardi, 20PM-FIN 
R. Gabro, NYSDEC 
T. Vickerson, NYSDEC 
C. Kelley , START 

J. Daloia, ERRD-RPB-B 
P. Simon, 20RC-NYSUP 
M. Basile, 2EPD 
B. Carr, 20RC-NYSUP 
R. Byrnes, EPA-20IG 
C. Moyik, 2ERR-PS 
T. Johnson, 5202G 
J. Witkowski, 2ERR-RAB 
L. Peterson, 2ERR-PS 
A. Tao, 20PM-FAM 
H. Meyer, Erie County LEPC 

SUBJECT: Buffalo Merchandise Distribution Center ( Vulcan - Morgan II) Site, Buffalo, Erie 
County, New York 

POLREP: POLREP I (One) Initial Report 

1. BACKGROUND 

Site No.: 
Delivery Order No.: 
Response Authority: 
ERNSNo: 
NPL Status: 
UAODate: 
Start Date: 
Mobilization Date: 

II. INCIDENT INFORMATION 

KL 
N/A 
CERCLA 
N/A 
Non-NPL 
09/28/98 
02/16/99 
02/16/99 

A. CERCLA Incident Category: Response - Abandonment of 

B. 
I. 

Hazardous Materials. 

Situation 
Site Descriptionllnforrnation: The site is a operating warehouse which stores 
commercial consumer goods, located at 261 Great Arrow Avenue, Buffalo, New 
York. The site is surrounded by a mix of residential and commercial properties. 
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The site utilizes approximately 1,000,000 sq ft of a portion of the fonner Pierce
Arrow Car Manufacturing Plant. In the warehouse are stored charcoal, lighter 
fluid, soda, lawn furniture and other commercial goods along with approximately 
3,000 drums of flammable waste . The building is not rated for flammable storage. 
The drums condition continues to deteriorate. An UAO was issued to Solutia, 
Morgan Materials and Buffalo Merchandise Distribution Center to conduct a 
removal of the 3,000 drums on 9/28/98. A school is located about 100 yards 
down the street. 

2. Response Actions to Date: 

a. EPA an expedited removal assessment was conducted 3/98. An UAO was signed 
on 9/28/98 which required Solutia to remove and dispose of the 3,000 flammable 
liquid drums on the site. 

b. Mobilization to the site occurred on 02116/99 to begin the removal action. From 
2116-26 site activities included site setup, stabilization, stagging, sampling, and 
preparation of drums for T &D. 

c. The frrst transportation of drums off site for disposal occurred on 

3. 

February 22, 1999 and is on-going. Approximately 2 truck loads of drums are 
being shipped per day. 

Enforcement: On-going. 

4. Next Steps: Stabilization, stagging sampling and T &D will continue. Site is 
expected to continue for approximately 4-6 weeks. 
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